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The Honorable John A. Boehner

Majority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Leader Boehner:

IKE SKELYON, MISSCURI |

JOHN SPRATT, SOGUTH CAROLINA
SOLOMON P. ORTIZ, TEXAS

LANE EVANS, ILLINOIS

GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIFPI

NEIL ABERCROMBIE, HAWAI
MARTY MEEHAN, MASSACHUSETTS
SILVESTRE REYES, TEXAS

Vit SNYDER, ARKANSAS

ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON
LORETTA SANCHEZ, CALIFGRNIA
MIKE MeINTYRE, NORTH CAROLINA
ELLEN (. FAUSGHER, CALIFCRNIA
ADBERT A, BRADY, PENNSYLVANIA
ROBERT ANDREWS, NEW JERSEY
SUSAN A. DAVIS, CALIFORNIA
JAMES R, LANGEVIN, RHODE ISLAND
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

RICK LARSEN, WASHINGTON
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JIM MARSHALL, GEDRGIA
KENDRICK B, MEEK, FLORIDA
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CYNTHIA McKINNEY, GEORGIA

DAN BOREN, OKLAHCMA

ROBERT L. SEMMONS, STAFF DIRECTOR

I am writing in regard to this week’s debate on American policy in Iraq. Many of our
colleagues greatly appreciated the commitment you made to have a full and open debate on our
policy there. It is of the utmost concern to this nation and to our military personnel who are serving

and have served in Iraq.

For that reason, I was distressed to see the current draft of the resolution for debate. The title
of the resolution and much of the substance relates to the global war on terrorism, and only
secondarily to the war in Irag. I think you well understand that the war in Iraq is a separate conflict,
an insurgency with terrorist elements and sectarian violence. We promised and owe the American
people a focused and dedicated debate about our policy and the future of American commitment in
Traq. Our involvement there will affect not only the future of the Iragi nation and our interests in
the Middle East region, but the future readiness of our military to deter would-be adversaries and
prepare for any future conflicts.

Thank you for your consideration. I would be happy to assist in this process in any way I

carl.

Sincerely,

Ike Skelton
Ranking Democrat



